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problem we have engaged in mindless
fingerpointing that blames adversity
on the system.

This rhetoric of blaming the victim
and the poor must stop. Death’s like
these have occurred because of the sys-
tematic destruction of America’s social
safety net.

We must invest in our fellow human
beings instead of turning our backs on
them. If we fail to do this, there will be
thousands more like Elisa and Debra.

It should not take these heinous
crimes to serve as a wakeup call that
we must change our course. Stop mak-
ing excuses and start funding change.
f

SHOW US WHERE CHANGES
SHOULD BE MADE IN THE RE-
PUBLICAN BUDGET PLAN, AND
BE SPECIFIC

(Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, shortly after Bill Clinton took over
as President, he presented his 1993
budget plan. He was, of course, criti-
cized by Members of Congress on his
spending and taxing priorities. He re-
sponded to his critics by demanding
specifics on how they would do things
differently.

In fact, here is a quote from Feb-
ruary 18, 1993. In St. Louis, MO, the
President said, ‘‘My answer is: Show
me where, but be specific. No hot air.
Show me where, and be specific.’’

Well, today Bill Clinton criticizes
Congress’ balanced budget proposal. In
fact, he was willing to shut down the
Government to prove his point.

He criticizes, but he provides no spe-
cifics. He trashes our budget, but he
does not say how he would do things
differently.

Mr. Speaker, the President should
end the hot air campaign and show us
exactly where he would do things dif-
ferently. Show us where, and be spe-
cific.
f

DEMANDING AN ETHICS COMMIT-
TEE REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF
SPEAKER GINGRICH

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is becoming clearer and
clearer now why Speaker GINGRICH is
pressuring Members of the Republican
majority not to support the privileged
resolution for the Ethics Committee to
give the Members of this House and the
American public a progress report on
their 14-month-old investigation into
the speaker’s activities.

Today on the front page of nearly
every major newspaper in America we
are treated to the fact that the Speak-
er mixed campaign fundraising and his
activities as a legislator. We see now
tens of thousands of dollars contrib-

uted to the Speaker by those individ-
uals that sought his legislative favors
before the Congress of the United
States, people who sought his favors
dealing with asbestos regulation, with
cement trade problems with Mexico,
where the Speaker, in exchange for
those $10,000 contributions, wrote back
to those individuals telling them he
was terribly interested in their prob-
lems, he will look into it, or that he
thanks them for their counsel on cap-
ital gains.

Mr. Speaker, the House rules are
clear on the ethics. You cannot engage
in that kind of activity when you are
raising money from individuals, and
then engage in favors for those individ-
uals later on. The Ethics Committee
ought to report to this House and to
the American people.
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AMERICAN PEOPLE DO NOT WANT
TROOPS IN BOSNIA

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, we have
no business sending troops to Bosnia—
plain and simple. That is the message I
am hearing from the people I represent,
Mr. Speaker, and one the President
would do well to heed. I pray he’s lis-
tening.

The President proposes to send
troops trained for combat to somehow
enforce an uneasy peace among antago-
nists who have been at each other’s
throats for five centuries. He’s sending
heavy armor in an area totally un-
suited for modern armored warfare. He
is placing Americans in contact with
radical factions that have no love for
the United States. Remember, not all
of the combatants on the ground have
embraced the peace agreement, adding
further to a long list of factors which
add up to a potential disaster.

In the final analysis, Mr. Speaker, we
should never deploy combat troops
abroad unless a national security inter-
est is at stake. This deployment does
not meet that simple test. Congress
has spoken on this matter. The Amer-
ican people are speaking loud and
clear. Listen to them, Mr. President.
Stay out of Bosnia.
f

TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA
SCHROEDER

(Mr. SKAGGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SKAGGS. Mr. Speaker, I take
the floor this morning to offer words of
tribute to the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado, PATRICIA SCHROEDER, my col-
league. The gentlewoman took us all
by surprise yesterday with her an-
nouncement. She deserves the thanks
not only of thousands of grateful Colo-
radans but from an entire Nation.

Mr. Speaker, whether on issues of
military reform or women’s rights or

the interests of the kids of America,
she has been known to rock the boat
when that was needed and to set a cou-
rageous course for America so many,
many times. Her intelligence, her ir-
reverence, her integrity has set the
standard, but in no area more than in
her wit and turn of phrase has she been
an inspiration to so many of us over so
many years.

The House of Representatives and the
United States have been the richer for
PAT SCHROEDER’s selfless service.
f

ROOT OUT MEDIA BIAS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
order to form opinions and reach con-
clusions, the American people trust the
media to present the facts objectively.
Unfortunately, all too often this is not
done.

Editorials, in the guise of news sto-
ries, regularly appear on the front
pages of newspapers. Some reporters
don’t wait beyond the first paragraph
to reveal their bias.

In the age of 15-second sound bites,
positions on complex issues are reduced
to ‘‘for’’ or ‘‘against,’’ with no expla-
nations.

The lack of the public’s trust in the
media is glaringly revealed by two 1995
public opinion surveys.

A CNN/USA Today/Gallup Poll found
that 60 percent of those surveyed think
the media is out of touch with average
Americans. In a Wall Street Journal/
NBC News Poll, only 21 percent said
the media are very or mostly honest.

Publishers, editors, producers, and
reporters can better protect our democ-
racy if they will initiate efforts to root
out bias and present the facts objec-
tively to a public yearning for the
truth.
f

ALLOWING DEBATE ON
PRIVILEGED RESOLUTION

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, in
my new quasi-emeritus status, let me
talk to the Members of the other side
of the aisle. We are going to have a
very important privileged resolution
come in front of this House today, and
that resolution we should be allowed to
debate. If they vote to table it, we can-
not even debate it. That resolution is
about what is the status of the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct’s report on all the many, many
charges against the Speaker.

Please, I say to my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, get your voting
cards back, get your spines out of the
Cloakroom. We ought to have that
kind of a report, especially on a day
when the newspapers in America are
filled with articles talking about how
the Federal Election Commission has
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